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Departmental changes create uncertainty
FINE ARTS TO
TAKE A HIT
CAMBER HERRIG
PUBLIC RELATIONS

Uncertainty looms three months
after Northwestern College announced it would be cutting 11 faculty positions and three majors.
In the upcoming academic year,
majors in literature, philosophy
and writing and rhetoric will be
discontinued. Less than 10 underclassmen with those majors are affected by the change; however, the
correlating staff reduction has hit
several departments including art,
English, history, music and theatre.
“It seems that the fine arts are
always first on the chopping block
because they are smaller programs,”
said Ashlynn Anderson, a junior
music major. “It is frustrating because students involved in the arts
constantly have to show that they
are valuable.”
The cuts are concentrated in the
arts and humanities, a trend seen at
other colleges across the country.
While these areas contract, oth-

ers are expanding. NW is adding
a new master’s degree program in
physifcian assistant studies and
athletic training, and it is investing
funds in renovating classrooms and
laboratories for those programs.
“It is always hard to eliminate
programs and especially the people who lead those programs,”
President Greg Christy said in an
email. “However, we are maintaining faculty and curriculum in each
of these areas and they will continue to be an important part of the
Northwestern Core going forward,
providing all Northwestern students with a strong liberal arts core
along with whatever program they
choose to major in.”
The liberal arts date back to the
Ancient Greeks. Grammar, logic
and rhetoric were considered the
core skills needed to participate in
public life.
That tradition found its way
into American colleges and uni-
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After multiple changes to Northwestern faculty, staff and majors, students are left with questions.

versities. Offering an education in
the liberal arts — learning how to
reason and write — was the founding principle of some of today’s

top institutions such as Harvard,
Dartmouth and Yale.

While majors in these areas
at NW are being eliminated, the

coursework isn’t completely going
away.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

Unsung Heroes: Kyle Oschner
FROM THE U OF M
TO NWC
BEN HENKER

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
From Northwestern and back
again, Kyle Oschner, aka Coach
Ox, went from being a student to
impacting students through their
athletic careers.
Coach Ox is the director of athletic performance and professor of
practice of kinesiology. He has been
at NW for eight years. A typical day
for him starts with a 5:45 a.m. arrival to campus to enjoy a pot of coffee
and some time in the Word. After
that, he tends to answer his emails
and prep for his first class of the day
at 7:45. When mid-morning arrives,
he does his training regimen while
listening to the latest podcasts.
“I find it very important to not
only develop and maintain our
physical bodies but also our mental
and intellectual capacities, which
means investing in knowledge outside of your profession,” Ox said.
After his workout, he is back
to his faculty responsibilities

INSIDE

and teaching another course. He
spends lunch with his 21-monthold daughter, Luna, who’s so wellknown that she even has her own
Instagram account. After his daily
dosage of daughter time, he preps
for training protocols for his athletes and tends to other athletic administrative duties.
From about 3:15-6:45 p.m., he
is working at the Korver Athletic Performance Center with the
Red Raider athletes. The multiple
teams he works with are volleyball,
cross country, men’s and women’s
basketball, cheer, dance, men’s and
women’s golf, men’s and women’s
tennis, men’s and women’s track
and field, softball and baseball.
While he lets some of his student
strength and conditioning coaches/interns step in to help with
the training for NW’s athletes, he
oversees all of the training, specifically in the Juffer Fieldhouse.
Even though Coach Ox is a faculty member of NW right now, he
previously attended the college as
a student, graduating in 2009. He
then went to Texas Tech to pursue
his master’s degree. While doing
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Kyle Oscher, also known as Coach Ox, demonstrates a back squat for athletes in the Juffer Fieldhouse.

that, he had the opportunity to
serve with many of the Red Raider

athletes in regards to strength and
conditioning, along with teaching
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some undergraduate classes.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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“Sonic” movie warms audience with friendship
MOVIE REVIEW

RUNNING INTO
OUR HEARTS
RACHEL SMART
THEATRE
This article contains mild
spoilers.
Last year an absolute horror
broke out over the internet.
A trailer dropped for a movie
many were eagerly expecting
and with that trailer came an
image few could forget. Sonic.
Or what was supposed to be
Sonic the Hedgehog.
“Why does he have human
teeth?” Twitter wondered
with disgust. Quickly the studios producing the film put
its release on hold and completely redesigned the beloved speedy hedgehog.
When the second round
of trailers was released, it
seemed that peace had been
restored to the world. Now,
certified fresh on Rotten Tomatoes with a 64% critic score
and 93% audience score, it appears that the redesigns were a
smashing success.
The film follows the ad-

ventures of alien exile Sonic (voiced by Ben Schwartz)
who like his video game
counterpart, is a speedy blue
hedgehog.
Sonic’s childhood guardian
warned him to stay hidden
and should he ever be discovered, to run off to another
planet using the magical teleportation rings she gave him.
In the beginning of the
movie, Sonic has been on
earth for several years. All this
time he has remained hidden
but watches the residents of
the town and yearns to be
among them.
One particularly lonely
night an upset Sonic accidentally releases energy that cuts
the power of the entirety of
Northwest America. Chased
by Dr. Robotnik (Jim Carey)
and his egg-like drones, Sonic seeks the help of the town
police chief Tom Wachowski
(James Marsden).
Viewers who enjoy silly
movies that have the main goal
of lighthearted pure fun will
likely have a good time watching “Sonic the Hedghog.”
The movie is very silly

including many pop-culture references and enough
quips from the blue hedgehog to satisfy a script for
an Iron Man film. The plot
puts Sonic and Tom through
a lot of ridiculous hijinks
throughout their journey
from Green Hills, Montana
to San Francisco, California.
Their friendship is the heart
and soul of the film, leading
to many sweet, heart-warming moments that lead to just
plain warm fuzzy feelings.
Fans of the Sega video
games have also been incredibly pleased with the
film, which is always an A+
sign of approval in regards
to adaptations.
The real draw of “Sonic” is
Jim Carey’s performance of
Sonic villain Dr. Robotnik.
The character is a classic Carey role: full of spontaneous
crazy monologuing, over
exaggeration in face movements, voice and random dialogue. It’s pure onscreen chaos, and its incredible.
One can seriously see in
Carey’s eyes how much fun
he’s having just flouncing

around set and being a goofball. Not to mention, the costume design for Dr. Robotnik
is phenomenal. He might be
a psychotic scientist, but his
first black outfit? Iconic. Show
stopping. Incredible. Your
man could never.
This all being said, viewers
who are looking for depth beyond pure entertainment will
likely be left unsatisfied. While
the friendship message of the
film is sweet, its hammered in
without much subtlety, and
often results in whiplash-like
moments where out of nowhere the film switches from
happy to sad as Sonic laments
being lonely and having no
friends (which is a mood for
many mopey teenagers and
college students, but still).
Some of the jokes land really well, particularly with Carey, but some viewers may find
the humor of the movie childish or cringey. Sonic flosses
not once but twice—and not
even that well!
In the end, whether “Sonic
the Hedghog” was a homerun or a strikeout is really just
a matter of personal taste
and point of view, but if you
enjoy fun movies that don’t

PHOTO COURTESY OF IMDb

take themselves too seriously and need a break from
mind-numbing
homework

and studying, it might be the
movie for you.

Grimes pushes pop limits with eclectic sounds
MUSIC REVIEW

ARTIST WOWS WITH
NEW SOUNDS
KELSEY VERMEER
EDUCATION
“Miss Anthropocene” is
the latest release by one of
music’s most mysterious pop
creators, Claire Elise Boucher. She is professionally
known by the name Grimes.
She has remained a set piece
of the art-pop/chamber-pop
genre for the last 10 years
through developing eclectic
and enigmatic music that has
demanded the attention of
the music world.
Her most recent album
has Grimes expanding her
musical toolkit to incorporate more sounds and genres,
while maintaining the core of
what made her successful at
the start of her career.
Grimes’ creations have
always displayed an other-worldly
sound,
and
“Miss Anthropocene” is no
exception.
On her latest project,
Boucher delivers multiple
tracks that sound alien, fea-

turing an all surrounding
bass, percussion that seems
to mimic the pitter patter of
small creatures, and a vocal style that aches to escape
its background but cannot.
Many new listeners may be
taken aback by her unique
and eclectic sound, but after a
few listens, she is sure to win
music lovers over.
In a surprising turn,
Grimes delivers a more traditional pop track with the
song “Delete Forever.” This
track, among others, shows
Grimes seeking to expand
her musical repertoire with
mixed results.
The track has enjoyable
moments, but it and a few
others across the record leave
a bit of a low impact. While
these songs add a variety to
the record, and they often
show moments of success
experimenting with a new
genre, but they can leave the
impression that the record
lacks a distinct focus.
The record is at its best
when Grimes is creating
tracks that feel like expanding and contracting worlds.

She combines a unique vocal
delivery with intricate, detailed production to create
songs that live and breathe
and grow. Grimes’ most successful musical experimentation is when she tries her
hand at electronic music
on the track “4AEM.” She
combines vocals that mimic
sounds of Bollywood with an
ominous instrumental before
diving headfirst into an electro-banger.
Throughout the record,
lyrics lean toward open-ended prose rather than focusing on a narrative. Lyrics are
often repeated multiple times
throughout a track to let key
words, phrases and statements
sink in with the listener.
This lyrical style invites
the listener to think about
the words that are being sung
critically, and develop their
own interpretation of the
meaning of tracks by combining this lyrical content
with the emotion of the music supporting it. This album
will not hold a listener’s hand,
and this style of music can be
difficult to digest on a first
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listen. “Miss Anthropocene”

ten. While the project does

are moments of a unique and

is a record that is meant to
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be taken in multiple times,

flaws, she has created an al-

find anywhere else. I urge all
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and daring. “Miss Anthro-
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and at times uneasy, but there
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Annual dance performance unites students

BACK TO
THE ROOTS
ANGELA WINTERING
THEATRE
Not many colleges and universities offer a student-led dance
concert that features diverse
styles of dance. Even further, not
many schools produce dance
concerts that consist of dances
all choreographed and designed
by the organization’s own students. Northwestern does and
it’s called RUSH, the annual student-led and student-produced
celebration that spans across all
of campus and brings students
of all backgrounds together for
a process producing fresh choreography and new friendships.
The shows will be in the Proscenium Theatre, Thursday,
March 19 and Friday, March 20
at 7:00 p.m. and 9:30 p.m., and
Saturday, March 21 at 4:00 p.m.
and 7:00 p.m.
RUSH was first produced
in February 2004. One of the
founders of RUSH, NW alum
Becky Donahue, came to work
for the college as the theatre department secretary this academic
year. She and a friend were students at NW when they banded
together to create the concert

known today.
“When we were first coming
up with the name, we wanted to
think of something that evoked
movement,” Donahue said. “That
led to the thought of adrenaline,
then adrenaline rush, and we
ended up with the name RUSH.”
Donahue had grown up with a
passion for dancing, taking classes and growing her love for it up
through college. Donahue and
her friend found a faculty advisor, the role that she now plays,
and got to work as producer and
artistic director of the program.
“When you look around
northwest Iowa and surrounding areas, you see a lot of the
same dance styles. However,
Northwestern brings in people
of different backgrounds, interests and talents, and we felt
like that was being ignored to a
point,” Donahue said.
It wasn’t the easiest beginning, however. Not yet knowing
the time balance RUSH now
requires, students were sacrificing doing academic work to
practice for RUSH. Donahue
and her friend had some struggles assuming authority as students producing a full-fledged
dance concert. Now, Donahue
works in an advisory role with
heatre professor Drew Schmidt

overseeing the technical aspects
and the student lighting designs
of the production.
There is something a little
different about RUSH this year.
Tony Wilder, a 2009 alumnus,
will be doing a solo dance performance within the Friday and
Saturday shows of RUSH and
teaching a workshop the following Sunday, March 22, from 1:30
p.m. to 3:00 p.m. in the theater.
Wilder is a gym and dance teacher from Chicago, Illinois.
Including Wilder’s performance, there are 12 dances for
students to enjoy in this year’s
celebration. There are also exciting things about the production that happen annually. One
of those is simply the sharing of
dance with people of all abilities.
“Pop culture dance is so cutthroat,” Donahue said. “RUSH
is about celebrating anyone who
wants to work at and try something new. It’s also not just about
what is popular. You see all sorts
of styles, all genuinely created.
One of the dances this year is a
clogging, and who’s seen a clogging dance before?”
Donahue isn’t the only one
excited for RUSH. Jessica Rogers, a senior with a background
in dance, has choreographed and
danced in RUSH for three years

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW MARCOMM
RUSH will take place March 19, 20 and 21.

now. She always loves seeing it all
put together.
“Last year my co-choreographer Kiley Meeder and I were
squealing and jumping up in
down when we first saw the entire routine,” said Rogers. “We
were so proud of and blown away
by our dancers.”
Shonna Ritz, a sophomore,

is participating in RUSH for the
first time and is enjoying getting
to know a new dance and new
people dancing alongside her.
Even though Ritz says she has little prior experience, she’s still had
a blast throughout the process.
Schuyler Sterk, a junior, participated the prior two years.
“It’s fun to pretend I’m good at

dancing for a while,” Sterk said.
She loves getting to meet and
work with new people, and the
low time commitment compared
to other student involvements.
“It’s simultaneously low-key
and super extra,” Sterk said.
She also highlighted that
RUSH is more fun with audience
support.

Students minister and grow on SSPs
STUDENTS REFLECT
ON TIME ABROAD
SCHUYLER STERK
ENGLISH TEACHING
The end of spring break means
students come back to campus
from across the country and all
over the world to answer the ageold question: What did you do
over break?
For over 160 students, the answer to this questions involves
stories from their Spring Service
Partnerships, as they share memories of their team and stories of
how God worked during their
time of ministry.
Shonna Ritz spent her spring
break in Compton, California,
working with the Compton Initiative to assist with community
development and the beautification of the city, to help show
love to everyone who lives there.
Throughout their work the team
got along very well and grew incredibly close, Ritz said. As they
painted a room together on their
first work day – something that
was new to many of them – they
had the chance to talk and get to
know each other, as well as goof
around and sing loudly. Through
this, Ritz said, they finished the
rooms faster than expected, and
“seeing the gratitude on the faces
of the people we were serving was
100% worth it.”
One of the most memorable
experiences the team had was
while working in a severely un-

derstaffed school one day. Without replacements for teachers
who were late or home sick, the
school was in desperate need
of assistance. After of a couple
hours of working with the kids,
they were already asking when
the Compton team could return.
“While it was heartbreaking to
tell them we were only there for
the day, we were blessed to show
them love while we were there,”
Ritz said.
The Amsterdam SSP team also
had a memorable spring break,
even despite their early return to
the States. The ministry Northwestern partners with in Amsterdam is the Shelter Youth Hostels,
who run two Christian hostels
for any and all travelers to stay
at and experience the love and
hospitality of Christ. The work
of the team included cooking in
the café and working with the
cleaning team during the hostels
spring cleaning week.
Team leader Joey Lohse said
the team was positive regardless
of the situation they were in, even
considering their early departure.
Due to potential travel concerns
related to COVID-19, the team
found they had to leave early and
had far less time to work with the
ministry and explore the culture
in the city. The team took this
in stride as they learned to trust
God’s timing instead of relying on
their own.
“The day we found out the
news we were devastated, but
our very next question was what
else can we do before we have to

leave?” Lohse said.
The team worked hard to
keep a positive attitude and take
advantage of every minute we
were there to talk to guests and
cleaners and serve in any capacity they could.
Because of their shortened trip,
the team spent part of the last full
day exploring the city and heading to the flower market, an area
of the city full of small souvenir
shops, cheese stores, cafes, and
many other small businesses.
Traveling up into northern
Minnesota, the Grand Marais SSP
team worked with Mount Rose
Church in Grand Portage and the
Cold Water Foundation in Grand
Marais. During this time, students served in a variety of ways
by working with a food pantry, a
local church youth group and a
wilderness camp. Leader Ben De
Boer says the small team quickly
grew to love one another as they
served alongside each other and
participated in fun activities along
the way, like baking cookies and
playing games.
“We spent so much time laughing with (and at) one another,”
De Boer said, “And we shared so
many joyful moments together
throughout our trip.”
One of the team’s favorite moments happened during their
last day at Cold Water, when after working with the foundation
and its partner church, they had
the opportunity to drive a snowmobile around the campground
and on the frozen lake. Despite

PHOTO SUBMITTED
The Opelousas, Louisiana SSP poses with their partnered organization.

crashing it a few times and getting
it stuck in a deep snowfield, they
had a great time learning to drive
a new vehicle for the first time.
This is just one example of the fun
they were able to have while they
were challenged throughout their

service experience in Minnesota.
“Getting to serve some amazing people and bond further
with my team members led to an
amazing experience full of laughter, joy, and beauty,” De Boer said.
Regardless of the location or

the ministry, students who participated in the Spring Service
Partnerships have returned with
great memories, new friendships
and exciting stories of God’s
work across the country and
around the world.
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Bartlett retires to part-time at NW

FROM LANDSCAPING TO COACHING
VANESSA STOKES

WRITING AND RHETORIC
With a degree in landscape architecture and a job
as a professor of kinesiology,
Paul Bartlett’s life has been
anything but ordinary, and
Northwestern has been able
to share in that journey for
the past 36 years.
Bartlett started his life
wanting to be a golf course
architect. He continued on
this path at Iowa State University through his degree in
landscape architecture. All
the while, he wrestled at Iowa
State University. After finishing his career, he served as a
student coach for the wrestling team and that experience changed his career path.
Bartlett felt called to teach
and coach at a college level.
So he got his master’s degree in physical education
at Drake University and was
hired by NW as he worked
on his doctorate in physical
education at the University
of Arkansas.
“While at Arkansas, I was
encouraged by my chair to
blend landscape design with
athletic practice and performance as my dissertation
topic,” Bartlett said. “More
specifically, my research
emphasized outdoor sport
facility design and impor-

tance-performance post-design assessments.”
This has all led to his current research and position
at NW. For 22 years, Bartlett
coached wrestling at NW until 2006. From 1985 to 1998,
Bartlett coached women’s
golf. During all of this coaching and teaching, Bartlett
became president of both the
NAIA Wrestling Coaches Association from 1995 to 1997
and the NAIA Women’s Golf
Coaches Association from
1996 to 1997. His positions as
president in both associations
led to Bartlett becoming part
of the NAIA Hall of Fame for
Meritorious Service.
Nominees must be of outstanding quality, high moral character, fine leadership
ability and must be held in
high esteem by their colleagues, former coaches and
former athletes, according to
the NAIA.
Bartlett was nominated by
the prior wrestling coach at
NW, John Petty, and received
this award in 2008. Still, Bartlett’s colleagues can affirm
these qualities in him.
“I appreciated his ability to
ask extremely well-thought
out

questions

that

spur

great conversations promoting personal reflection and
growth,” said Kyle Oschner,
a professor of the practice of
kinesiology and the director
of athletic performance.

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW MARCOMM
Throughout his career, Bartlett has gravitated from landscaping to coaching to teaching, and now he’ll retire from his
full-time position at NW to become part-time.

Though the start of his career at NW was as a coach,
most of his days now are
filled with classes and departmental matters. Yet, he
still finds time every week to
visit the Rowenhorst Student
Center to play racquetball or
the wrestling room during
the season for workouts.
After work, he heads home
to his wife, Sharon. They have
been married for 42 years this

May and have two daughters, Addie and Anna. Both
of Bartlett’s daughters went
to NW and graduated with
honors. His favorite memory
is seeing his two daughters
flourish, grow and graduate
at NW. Though his family is
a reason he has loved NW, it
is also part of the reason for
Bartlett’s decision to retire.
“There are several reasons
I believe God is calling me

to retire from full-time work
at NW at the end of this academic year, most of which
are about timing — for me
personally, for my immediate
family, and for the kinesiology department,” Bartlett said.
Bartlett hopes to return to
NW in a part-time role this
fall of 2020. He still wants to
work with students and contribute to the department and
the wrestling program but

is ready to spend more time
with his daughter and granddaughter, travel and play golf.
He hopes to leave this
advice in the hearts of his
students and all those he
did not have an opportunity to interact with on campus: “Be open to different
perspectives and changes
in your plans. Embrace the
unexpected.”

Unsung Heroes: Kyle Oschner
FROM PAGE 1

Soon after, he moved to
the University of Minnesota
and spent about two years
working on strength and conditioning with the men’s and
women’s hockey teams and
studied under a phenomenal
mentor. During that time at
the U of M, Calsbeek was investigating a new concentration in strength and conditioning at NW, which is when
Ox first discovered the potential opportunity to return
to his alma mater. Being that
NW did not have the position
when he was a student, Ox
had no envision of returning.
However, in 2012, his current
position was created, and he
felt strongly called to apply.
For Ox, NW has been a
place that challenges and fosters his spiritual growth.
“It has also taught me that
S&C coaching is more than
just developing protocols
and leading athletes through

them. It is a multifaceted
approach. One that involves
fostering relationships beyond the classroom, training
by building safety and trusting and sharing vulnerabilities,” Ox said.
Not only has he learned
from his experiences at NW,
but also on multiple mission
trips he has done in the past.
If it was leading students on
three different Spring Service
Partnerships – New Orleans,
Compton, and Amsterdam –
or leading students on their
Summer Study Abroad (SSA)
trips to the Czech Republic,
throughout all of the opportunities of him going all over
the world, it has taught him
to see God in a much broader
perspective.
“All of these adventures
have allowed me to see beyond the ‘single story’ and
take a vesting interest in the
people and their cultures,”
Ox said.
Throughout his time at

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW MARCOMM
Kyle Oschner has worked at NW for eight years and continues to impact students through the college’s strength and
conditioning program.

NW, he’s impacted many students on campus, especially
those he’s worked with in the
weight room.
“He gets to know his students on a personal level. I
respect his work ethic, the
way he treats others, how intentional he is with his faith

and encouraging others to
do so, the way he treats and
talks about his family and
the way he views life,” said
Emily Reynen, senior exercise science major and one of
Ox’s student coaches. “I feel
comfortable asking questions
about class with Ox, but I

also trust him in helping me
figure out what life looks like
after college.”
In reference to his love
for NW, Ox said, “I love the
people that I get to interact
with on a day-to-day basis –
whether that be our students
or my colleagues.”

Coach Ox would love the
opportunity to talk to and
meet new students, so feel
free to ask him how he is doing, how he enjoys being a
father to his younger daughter or what necessary steps
you should take to have a
healthier lifestyle.
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Departmental changes create uncertainty
FROM PAGE 1
As Christy mentioned,
NW will continue to offer
courses from the discontinued majors in the core
curriculum. English courses
will be taught in a restructured major geared toward
English teaching.
“I’m grateful that at
Northwestern there is still
a strong commitment to a
core that is rich in humanities learning,” said Keith Fynaardt, chair of the English
department. “Unfortunately,
we need fewer people to deliver that core, and the loss
of colleagues in English saddens me.”
One of his colleagues, Michael Kensak, won’t be returning this fall because of
the faculty cuts. He’s been at
NW for 21 years.
“I pray that the administration will remember that
close reading and effective
writing are central to both
a liberal arts education and
job market success,” Kensak
said. “Personally, I’m retooling for a major life change.
Given the job market in my
field, this termination ended
not only my job but my career as well.”
Nationwide, the number of
college graduates with a de-

gree in English, history and
philosophy fell from 35% to
20% between 2008 and 2016
while the total number of
bachelor’s degrees earned
during that time increased
by 31%, according to a study
by the American Enterprise
Institute.
With a significant cut to
NW’s English department,
the public relations major
will also be affected, but to
what extent is unclear. PR
relied on the English department to provide a lot of writing opportunities to students
in that major.
“As we are looking at what
the new English department
becomes, I feel a lot of responsibility to make sure
that the PR major maintains
its strong focus in writing
and in design,” said Ann
Minnick, public relations
program director. “I see the
major being rearranged a
little bit. We are going to
accomplish the same things
but in a little different format of classes.”
The history department
also lost one professor.
“We will still have a history major and a history
minor,” said Robert Winn,
chair of the history department. “Beyond that, I am not
yet in a position to make any

public comments on the future of the department.”
Among the 11 faculty positions being eliminated,
five of those affected by reductions are retiring. That
includes Karen Barker, a theater professor and the dean
of the arts and humanities
division, and her husband,
Jeff Barker, chair of the theatre department.
A position was also lost
in the art department, and
changes are planned there
as well.
“We will make the graphic
design major stronger, and
we are also looking at ways
to enhance the art therapy
minor,” Karen Barker said.
“Losses are never easy to
take, but we are confident
that even with this cut, students will continue to be
well served.”
Some students are upset
by the changes, especially those in the cut majors.
They feel this is a personal
attack and that the loss of
these majors will result in
narrow-minded students.
“This isn’t the first time
that [Northwestern] has attempted to cut [these departments],” said Garret Beeck, a
senior philosophy major. “As
for the philosophy department, the administration

couldn’t care less if our students can actually think for
themselves and empathize
with others.”
Others thought that the
NW’s priorities were out of
line in the decision.
“Northwestern put the
bottom line over student
experience when they let
go of many faculty this past
winter,” said Caleb Arnett,
a sophomore political science major. “Not only were
many of them amazing
professors, but many also
added academic diversity
that now the college risks
lacking in. For us students,
it’s a big question mark on
whether the administration
is really committed to diversity on campus or if it’s
just another slogan to attract perspective students.”
Anderson, who has appreciated her music education
and experience, sees that less
faculty members means a decreased capacity to provide
students with the time and
attention they need.
“Having
departmental
cuts closes doors on potential opportunities and relationships to be made for students, adds more stress and a
larger work load for the professors to handle later and
shows prospective students,
current students and those
who view campus that the
arts and their corresponding majors are not worth
the time and money they are
putting into the program,”
she said.

The academic program
changes stemmed from an
18-month, faculty-led process of analyzing the quality, productivity, relevance
and opportunity of every
academic program currently
offered.
The Academic Program
Prioritization Task Force was
made up of five staff members and overseen by the
vice president of academic
affairs. They evaluated each
department based on six
criteria: missional impact,
market demand, institutional demand, program profile,
potential and cost.
News of the results was
publicly released a week before Christmas.
The NW press release said
the college is in “an enviable
financial position relative to
many colleges and universities, with a healthy endowment and minimal debt, and
has exceptional facilities.”
However, in an email,
Christy said these cuts are
due to financial reasons, yet
the college has not declared
financial exigency, which
means the decline of the college’s financial resources.
According to the staff
handbook, financial exigency is one of five reasons
that a staff member can be
released, along with professional incompetence, moral dereliction, disaffection
from the Christian commitment and violation of the
contractual letter.
In addition, the hand-

book says an effort must be
made to place terminated
individuals in other suitable positions or offer them
the option to move from
full-time to part-time service instead of termination,
but Christy said no terminated individuals were offered part-time work.
Standards outlined by
the American Association
of University Professors, a
nonprofit membership association of faculty and other
academic professionals, give
colleges the right to eliminate academic programs for
educational reasons decided by the faculty. However,
that is decidedly supposed
to be an educational decision-making process, not a
budget-cutting process.
Although Christy has
stated that these cuts are financially-related, they also
are part of the educational
decision-making
process,
stating that those who are
part of the layoffs are in
areas where the college has
decided to withdraw.
While these departmental
changes have created some
confusion for students as to
how classes will be run in the
future, NW stated how their
focus on liberal arts will still
be evident through their
core classes. As NW changes
with the times, the students
hope the college will continue to focus on what’s best for
the students’ education.

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW MARCOMM
NW’s departmental changes are impacting many students and faculty across campus as
they lose 11 faculty and three majors.
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The deadliest symptom of COVID-19 is fear

Ask Josh
with Joshua Richard Dahl

John Kaucher
Economics

T

If you could bake one thing
for the rest of your life, what
would it be?
- Craving in Coly
Oh man, that’s a tough one. I love
trying new things so to be limited
to one thing?? I would have to say
either cupcakes or scones. I might be
playing the system but I can always
change the flavors with those two...
keeps things a little interesting, I
suppose.

Rain or snow?
- Overcast in Orange City

he past two weeks have been
interesting. In this relatively short
amount of time, around the world, we’ve
seen a terrifyingly sharp decline in business;
just about every major public event has been
cancelled or rescheduled; and an entire
country has gone on lockdown. All this has
happened with alarming speed as the world
reacted to the new contagion COVID-19, or
as many know it, the coronavirus.
I would like to preface this by saying this
article will be mostly applicable to the situation
in the United States, as other countries are
facing very different realities than we are.
China, where the virus originated, has been
eerily quiet about much of their status, and
Italy has put its entire country on lockdown
for fear of spreading it. At least in Italy, this has
brought public life to a standstill, and it looks
like much of the world is following suit.

Adam Contreras
Worship Arts

- Super in Steg
Don’t kill me, I’ve never seen the
movie. There is one where they fight,
right? I could look up how the movie
ends, but that’s not fair. So, I’d like to
think that Superman would win. After all, he is a true superhuman, not a
rich man with some sick gadgets.

If you had free access to a limo
for a whole day, what would
you do with it?
- Famous in Fern
Oh gosh, what wouldn’t I do?? Take
it to a drive in. Show up to a random
red carpet event. Oh, I could rock
that one. I would for sure stand up
and stick my head out the sun roof.

However, in a place like Italy, where
the concentration of the virus in its
population is much larger, the effect has been
exponentially worse. The complete shutdown
of public life has had a major effect on the
country’s production and service industries.
Restaurants have been shut down and many
of the factories in the country have been
forced to slow production in order to contain
the virus. Nevertheless, the number of cases,
and deaths, have been steadily increasing.
And, unlike the United States, Italy does not
have the infrastructure to deal with this loss
of business.
The coronavirus is effectively killing on
two fronts: literal and economical. This is
similar to the dictionary definition of a Black
Swan, an event that has not happened before,
and renders any predictive model moot. We
have seen epidemics like this before (SARS in
2003), but we have not seen this massive of an
economic impact from one.
The fear the coronavirus has instilled
in people has guided the economy into
uncharted territory, and this could potentially
lead to a deadlier outcome than what the
virus could cause on its own. The best way we
can fight this is by fighting the disease. Wash
your hands, use hand sanitizer and cover your
coughs. If we can beat the coronavirus, we
can get the economy back on track.

Gathered in his name

Snow. Don’t get me wrong, I love the
rain. Nothing like curling up on the
couch with a good book, Irish Creme
latte and watching the rain trickle
down. However, I really don’t like
getting wet in my everyday clothing.

Who would win a fight,
Batman or Superman?

Domestically, many public events from
Coachella to South by Southwest have been
rescheduled or cancelled entirely. There have
even been talks of shutting down school and
transferring classes online as well. However,
this halting of public life is creating the
deadliest symptom of the disease: fear.
These last two weeks have been the worst
two weeks for the stock market since 2008, and
bond yields have dropped to a near-zero rate.
In layman’s terms, fear of the coronavirus has
created an economic disaster. This is not to say
that the virus is not dangerous. As of writing
this article, the World Health Organization
has declared the virus a pandemic with over
115,000 cases world-wide. However, this
disease is not a terribly deadly one, with only
about a 3.4% mortality rate focused mostly
on the elderly or people with compromised
immune systems.
What is dangerous about it is its
infectivity. It takes about two weeks for the
virus to incubate in its host, and it is infectious
for most of that time, meaning that one could
infect others with the virus and not even know
they are sick. This is a scary thought, but less
than 1% of the population of the United States
is currently known to be infected. Despite this
relatively small number, the coronavirus has
caused one of the biggest economic declines
in the nation’s history.

A

phrase often mentioned during
prayer, whether on campus or
in many modern churches is “Where
two or more are gathered in Your name,
You are among us”. Often, the implied
meaning is that when we gather together
in prayer or gather together otherwise,
the Lord is with us in that. However,
despite this phrase’s plentiful use, I have
not once heard it used correctly.
This phrase comes from Matthew
18:20, when Jesus says, “For where two
or three are gathered in my name, there
am I among them.” Given the biblical
roots of this saying, it is then important
to look at the biblical context as well.
The passage begins in verse 15,
ending with the popular verse 20.
At this point, Jesus is speaking to
his disciples, specifically regarding
church discipline—not prayer nor

$

fellowship. In verse 15, he sets up the
thought by laying out the first step:
the wronged is to talk directly to the
wrongdoer. If they don’t repent, step
two is verse 16: to bring another one
or two more additional witnesses,
whether witnesses to what was done
or witnesses to the fact that what was
done is in fact wrong. If they still don’t
repent, verse 17 says to bring it to the
church (which would specifically be
the elders). If even then, the wrongdoer
refuses to listen to the church, they
are considered to be apart from the
church. Jesus went as far as to refer to
them as “Gentiles and tax collectors” as
a way to give an analogy to the Jews he
was speaking to, who would have heard
that and been disgusted by the thought
of such people.
He then uses a metaphor (“binding
and loosing”) to explain that at this
point, if the wrongdoer sincerely repents
and is forgiven, they are then forgiven
by not only the person wronged, but
also by God. If not, and they don’t seek
forgiveness, they are neither forgiven
by the person nor the Lord. From there,
prayer comes into play in verse 19,
not in a general sense, but in the same
context. This is with regards to gathered
believers’ prayers regarding forgiveness
for transgression. This leads up to verse
20, which is then a link between the
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preceding thoughts and the idea that
within the context of church discipline,
there is a connection between us and
the one just judge, God himself. When
people are assembled in the name of Jesus
Christ (not vainly, but in full submission
to his governance), he is there with them,
in all justice and mercy.
Why does it matter to use this
scripture in its right context? Why
should we not continue to use this
passage as we generally have? First, as
Christians, we recognize that the word
of God is authoritative and without
error (2 Timothy 3). Second, we
recognize that our own standpoints are
not authoritative, nor are they without
error. However, they can be formed
and informed by a sound yet humble
look at what scripture says, looking to
see what God says through the text in
its context and pulling the information
from this as opposed to looking for
what we want to see in the text or
pulling text to support our beliefs.
The latter ways of operation lead to
things such as misrepresentations of
the text, not unlike that which spurred
on this piece. If we are to represent
our Lord, as we do by bearing the
very name of “Christian,” we ought
do so in an accurate manner, with the
right motivations: never for our own
reasons, but for God’s glory alone.

Editor’s Note
The opinions published both in print and online
are the opinions of the authors only. Beacon
staff members do not necessarily support the
opinions expressed in this section. Research and
editing (other than formatting) of articles is the
responsibility of the authors rather than the editors.
Respectfully,
the Beacon staff
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Raider track and field ends indoor season

THREE OF FOUR
QUALIFIERS EARN
HONORS
JOSHUA STARR
ACCOUNTING

The Northwestern indoor
track and field national
qualifying athletes competed
at the Indoor Track and Field
Championship over the
March 5-7 weekend at SDSU.
The individual qualifiers
included freshman James
Gilbert in the long jump,
sophomore Justus Adams
in the 60m hurdles, senior
MacKenzie Keune in the
600m and 60m hurdles and
senior Breanna Harthoorn
in the 1000m run. Three
of the four NW athletes
finished in the top eight
and claimed an AllAmerican title.
Gilbert placed third
among 20 athletes in the
long jump during his debut
national
performance
with a personal record
jump of 7.27 m. His mark
was also a school record

for NW. Coming into the
competition, he had the
seventh best mark out of
the national field and had
placed second in the 2020
GPAC Championship meet.
Adams missed the top
eight by a mere 10th of a
second, finishing 13th in
the 60m hurdles with a
time of 8.26 seconds. In
the semifinal on Friday,
March 7 he put up the
fourth fastest time in
heat four but missed out
on qualifying for the
final. Adams was seeded
11th in the event with a
time of 8.18 seconds, his
personal best and NW’s
school record, which he
set at the 2020 GPAC
Championship meet.
Keune placed sixth in the
60m hurdles with a time of
8.85 seconds, within 0.2
seconds of the winning
time. In the 60m semifinal,
Keune placed seventh,
finishing with a time of
8.81 seconds. In the 600m
semifinal, Keune clocked
a time of 1:43.5 to finish
15th in the event, missing

out on qualifying for the
final by eight seconds.
Harthoorn placed 5th
in the 1000m final with a
season-best time of 2:55.99.
Harthoorn also ran her
second-best time of the
season in the preliminaries,
a 2:58.84, which ensured
her qualifications for the
1000m final. This was her
second All-American title
in the 1000m, her first
being won in 2018.
Head coach Scott Bahrke
praised
the
national
qualifiers’ performances.
“It was a fun weekend with
our Red Raider Nationals
crew. All four athletes gave
100% and performed to
the best of their abilities. It
is always fun to have three
All-Americans and set two
school records!” said Bahrke.
“I was really happy
for Bre and Kenzie, two
seniors who have put in so
much time and energy to
track and field. Both have
had to battle back from
severe injuries to compete
again. They showed that
they are able to compete

PHOTO SUBMITTED.
The four NW national qualifiers pose at the indoor track and field banquet.

at the highest level. We
were blessed at the Indoor

Championships.”
The meet marked the

official close to the 2020
indoor track and field season.

Softball leaves Arizona with 14-6 record

RAIDER SOFTBALL HAS
A SUCCESSSFUL SPRING
BREAK IN ARIZONA
TREY HARMS
SPANISH

The Northwestern softball
team had a solid showing in Arizona over spring break, finishing
with a record of 9-3 during the
week of March 2 in Tucson.
NW started off well with a 5-3
win over a ranked Madonna University (Michigan) team in the
regular seven innings, but the
next four went over and under
the regulation length. In their
second game, the Raiders put
together a massive rally against
Cardinal Stritch, forcing the
game to an extra inning where
sophomore Emily Strasser scored
on a squeeze bunt by junior Jessica Harald to complete an eight-

run comeback.
The winning continued as NW
dominated Presentation College
and Trinity Christian, winning
by mercy rule 13-0 (six innings)
and 12-1 (five innings), respectively. In the shutout win versus
Presentation, junior Samantha
Ubben recorded her first career
no-hitter, the first in five years
for NW. Sophomore Jennifer Boeve batted a perfect 4-4 in the
win over Trinity Christian. Boeve
leads the team in hits and RBI’s
on the season, followed by junior
Bri Giordano and Strasser.
The Raiders then fell by one
in extra innings to Madonna in
their second bout but followed
that up by reeling off another
four straight victories, highlighted by a nine-run sixth inning against Valley City State for
another comeback victory by a
score of 14-10.
Junior Emma Schnell pitched

a complete game in a close 2-1
victory over Antelope Valley,
and the bats stayed hot throughout the week. NW batted over
.300 multiple times, and a handful of players added to their
total of multi-hit games on the
season. The Raiders defense was
strong as well; throughout their
week, they outscored their opponents 94-46.
The trip finished out with a 2-2
split over the final four games,
both wins coming by the score
of 10-2, one of them in a mercy
rule. It was a good dozen games
for NW, as they improved their
record to 14-6 nearing the midpoint of the season.
A short turnaround was expected to be in store for the team,
as they finished up in Arizona
and planned to have a home doubleheader on Wednesday, March
11 against Briar Cliff. The Raiders have historically had the edge

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW MARCOMM.
NW softball travels to Tucson, AZ, to compete over spring break.

over Briar Cliff in softball (22-8
all-time series) and look to carry
their present momentum forward

into the season as well. The doubleheader was postponed with no
make-up date determined yet.

NW wrestlers head to NAIA national meet

NULL SCORES POINTS IN THE
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP
WRESTLING MEET
REID SEELHAMMER
BUSINESS ADMIN

The Northwestern wrestling team
traveled to Wichita, Kansas over
spring break to compete in the NAIA
Wrestling National Championships.
The three Red Raiders that qualified
to compete in the meet were senior
Andrew Null (165), who entered
into the tournament as a two-time
national qualifier and finished with
All-American honors last year;
senior Dante Preciado (149), who
entered the tournament as a threetime national qualifier and finished
as an All-American his freshman
year; and freshman Luke Jenness
(184), who earned his first trip to
the tournament.

“The guys battled hard,” said head
coach Rik Dahl. “They all were put
into tough situations and continued
to work through them.”
The NW wrestling team ended up
finishing 30th out of 53 teams with
6.5 total team points. Null captured
those team points for the Raiders as
he finished eigth in the tournament,
a podium spot, earning AllAmerican status.
He accepted his All-American
honors on the evening of Friday,
March 6 as he won his blood round
match against Mason McDaniel
(Life, Ga.) by decision, 8-4. His win
put him in the final eight wrestlers
at the 165-pound weight class. Null
finished his career as a two-time AllAmerican and a three-time National
Tournament qualifier.
Both Jenness and Preciado
went 0-2 on the first National
Championship day. They faced
tough matchups and fought hard but

did not come out on top. Preciado
ends his NW career as a four-time
National Tournament qualifier and a
one time All-American.
Jenness is hopefully just starting
the first of many visits to the NAIA
Championships.
Senior and student coach, Dylan
Costello, was sent as NW wrestling’s
Champion of Character.
Costello said, “Dante wrestled really
hard and has a lot to be proud of, he
was put into really tough situations
and continued to battle through it.
Luke has a solid base and is extremely
strong for his weight class, but where
we need to improve is his technique
at this level. Drew wrestled really
well and maintained his composure
throughout the whole tournament,
really showing himself to be a leader.”
NW graduates eight seniors this
year and is excited to see how the
underclassmen can contribute and
step into their spots next season.

PHOTO COURESTY OF NW MARCOMM.
Null finishes his college career with All-American honors.
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A cappella Choir concert
The 75-minute concert will feature the
choir’s full spring tour program, which includes songs in a variety of texts, languages
and styles that focus on love, loss, celebration,
humor, commitment and God’s grace. “Praise
to the Lord,” “O Salutaris Hostia” and “Ezekiel Saw de Wheel” are among the ensemble’s
repertoire. Several songs will feature solos by
choir members, and the concert will close with
the choir’s traditional “Beautiful Savior.”
“The concert will include high-quality piec-

es in much variety,” said Dr. Thomas Holm,
professor of music and director of the A cappella Choir. “We sincerely hope that audience
members are moved, enriched and encouraged
by the music.”
The 42-member choir’s spring tour, Feb.
29–March 10, covered approximately 1,800
miles through Wisconsin, Michigan, Illinois and eastern Iowa. The ensemble presented several concerts, conducted workshops with high school choirs and sang

during two church services.
Holm joined Northwestern’s faculty in 2000
after serving as director of choirs at The King’s
University College in Edmonton, Alberta, and
as chair of the fine arts department and music professor at Prairie Bible College in Three
Hills, Alberta, Canada. He earned a doctoral
degree from the University of Illinois, master’s
degrees from the University of Alberta and the
University of Idaho and a bachelor’s degree
from Big Sky Bible College.
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NW scores high on national student satisfaction survey
Ruffalo Noel Levitz, a higher education consulting firm, administers the Student Satisfaction Inventory (SSI), which provides participating institutions with national benchmark
comparisons. In an SSI survey conducted in
January, Northwestern received better scores
from its students than the mean scores for
both the national comparison group and a select group of Christian colleges that includes
Dordt, Bethel and Taylor universities.
“The Student Satisfaction Inventory gives us
excellent information about what’s important
to our students,” said Julie Elliott, Northwestern’s vice president for student life. “As a result,
it enables us to focus on those efforts that will
have the biggest positive impact and provide
the best possible experience for our students.”

NW stands out, students said, for excellence in its academics, personal attention,
sense of belonging, school spirit and tutoring
services.
“It’s gratifying to hear that Northwestern
students think highly of the very things we believe are Northwestern’s strengths and that distinguish us from our competitors,” said President Greg Christy.
Compared to other institutions, NW was
rated higher by students on its commitment to
academic excellence and its good reputation
within the community. NW’s score was also
higher than the average of other institutions
when students considered whether their academic adviser is approachable and concerned

Events:
Friday, March 13
10:05 a.m. – Spring Service Partnership Chapel.
7:30 p.m. – A cappella Choir Touring Concert.
Sunday, March 15
8:30 p.m. – Praise and Worship in Christ Chapel.
Tuesday, March 17
11:05 a.m. – Chapel. Kathryn Greene-McCreight
(PhD), Associate Chaplain at The Episcopal
Church at Yale University.

Wednesday, March 18
10:05 a.m. – Spanish Chapel in choir room.
10:05 a.m. – NED TALK: Kathryn Greene-McCreight will continue conversations in the Vogel
Room.
Thursday, March 19
7 and 9:30 p.m. – RUSH begins in the England
Proscenium Theatre.

Photo contest first place winner: Chicago: Vanessa Stokes

about their success, as well as whether their
residence hall staff is concerned about them as
individuals.
Students at NW likewise rated the college
higher than the national average and select
Christian college scores when agreeing that
intercollegiate athletic programs contribute
to a strong sense of school spirit. And finally,
NW ranked higher when students were asked
whether tutoring services are readily available.
Nearly 200 NW students serve as peer tutors,
and three out of four students make use of the
Peer Learning Center, where free academic
support services are available to all students,
including those with learning disabilities.

